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October 14, 2012 
Psalm  133:1-3   /   John 17:20-23   /  I Cor.  12:4-13  /  Ephesians 4:3-6   

Learning to Live a Life Worthy of Our Calling (#2): Called to be in and for the 
Church 

 

In the church I grew up in, we would frequently sing a hymn by Timothy Dwight 
in which the first three lines are as follows:  

 

'I love Thy Kingdom Lord, The house of Thine Abode; The Church our Blest 
Redeemer saved with His own precious blood." 

 

I love Thy Church, O God; Her walls before Thee stand, Dear as the apple of 
Thine eye, and Graven on Thy hand."  

 

For her my tears shall fall; For her my prayers ascend, To her my cares and 
toils be given, Till cares and toils shall end." 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I always liked that hymn -- both the words and the tune. But I came to like it 
even more when I studied Church history in seminary and learned more about 
the author.  Because when I did, I learned that they weren't  simply sentimental 
words, penned on paper, to be nostalgically sung by church-going people. They 

were Timothy Dwight's life-creed put to music.  
 

Because he truly did have a burning passion for God's Church on earth, and 
spent his entire life working tirelessly to revive her / seek her health / maintain 
her vitality / further her influence / extend her mission to the ends of the earth / 

and sustain her unity.  
 

As a grandson of Jonathan Edwards, he was, like his grandfather, blessed with 
immense intellectual gifts -- reading through the Bible by the time he was four. 

In fact, on one occasion, when Timothy was four, he failed to show up for 
dinner. And when his worried parents searched for him, they found him safe 

and sound, under an apple tree, with a group of Native American Indians 
gathered around him.   

 

He was teaching them to recite the catechism, telling his mother that he had 
met them on the street, and had asked them if they would like to hear about 

Christ and religion.  
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From age four to six he learned classical literature, secretly taught himself Latin, 
and by the age of eleven, studied history, philosophy and Greek. What most 

classical scholars study at the universities, Timothy had finished by what would 
be the sixth grade by today's standards -- entering Yale at thirteen and 

graduating at 17 as the class valedictorian... 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 He was ordained a Congregational minister  /  and after the American 
revolution, where he served as a chaplain to the troops, he served two terms in 

the legislature. Yet upon considering how he could best influence the life, 
mission and vitality of the waning post-revolution church in America which was 

suffering great setbacks due to the influx of "European infidelity," as he called it, 
in the forms of the atheism, deism and Unitarianism / he decided to accept the 
call to be the 8th president of Yale University from 1795-1817, where his most 
important contribution to the spiritual history of America was his defense of the 
Christian faith and his leadership role in America's Second Great Awakening.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

After seven years of teaching classes at Yale, and preaching at the college's 
chapel, a revival broke out on campus in 1802, and out of 230 students, almost 
80 were converted. Thirty of them entered the ministry and others went on to 
hold prominent positions in New England life, where his influence upon both 

students and professors, profoundly influenced the spiritual leadership of New 
England even decades after he died.   

 

In fact, one of Dwight's disciples would later write: "Dwight, through the blessing 
of God, changed [Yale] college from a sink of moral and spiritual pollution, into a 

residence, not only of science and literature, but of morality and religion, a 
nursery of piety and virtue...' 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

But that wasn't all. He unified New England Congregationalists and Presby-
terians, getting them to work together in their evangelistic efforts  /  started four 
schools  /  a seminary  / and the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 

Missions which sent and supported foreign missionaries.   

He even took into his house and educated an orphaned Hawaiian boy who had 
lost his parents to tribal fighting at 10 years old, and had come to New Haven, 

Connecticut, on a ship (Henry Opukahaia). He was extremely bright but had no 



3 
 

formal education. So one day he sat on the steps of Yale College and complain-
ed to a passer-by that, "No one gives me learning" (a quote that is now on the 

plaque at his grave in Hawaii).  
 

Yet, through Dwight's instruction, he converted to Christianity in 1815,  enrolled 
one year later in the new Foreign Mission School in Cornwall, Connecticut, and 

spearheaded plans to send missionaries to Hawaii. In fact, Henry is credited 
with starting Hawaii's conversion to Christianity.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

So why do I tell you all that?  Because just this past week, a study came out 
revealing that for the first time since our countries establishment, Protestants 

comprise less than half of our countries population. Maybe you saw it.  
 

And I know that the term "Protestant" can be easily misconstrued  /  and made to 
include people who don't even believe the Gospel. I know that. But my question 
to you is this:  

Upon hearing that news, how did it effect you?  /  Does it concern you? / 
Does it sadden you? / Did you hear it and simply say, "Oh, well..." / Or did 

a love for the Church make you want to do something about it? / Like 
Timothy Dwight, does a love for what God loves drive you to think, "how 
could I help stem the tide" of the Church's demise in America? /  What 

could I do to work for the renewal of the Body of Christ on earth? 
 

Because that's essentially what was happening in Timothy Dwight's day, 
through the growth of Deism, Unitarianism, and French skepticism and 

humanism. That's why I shared his story. Because his love for the Church  
drove him to pour his life and talents and energies and gifts into seeking to 

defend and revive her and renew her. / And to work tirelessly for her health and 
unity as she sought to spread the Gospel both at home and abroad.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Yet I wonder how many people here / or across America / seeing the demise of 
the Church  / could honestly confess, with Mr. Dwight: "For her (the Church) 
my tears shall fall; For her (the Church) my prayers ascend.  To her my 

cares and toils be given; Till cares and toils shall end." 
   

Thus I ask you: Do you love the Church that much?  /  Do you love her so much 
that you pray, toil and shed tears over her? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_Mission_School
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornwall,_Connecticut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Missionaries_to_Hawaii
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And of course, I share Dwight's story for another reason. Because the Church 
wasn't just his passion, it's God's passion. Or we could say, it was his passion 

because it's God's passion, and should thus be ours as well.  
 

And the same was true of Paul. LISTEN: Paul's passion was not simply to 
see people converted. / It was to see every converted person joined to a 
healthy, thriving, unified, supportive, Gospel-preaching, truth-defending, 
people-loving, disciple-equipping, Christ-honoring, grace-reliant, Spirit-

empowered -- gathering of believers.  
 

Paul's goal, in keeping with Jesus' Great Commission, was not simply to make 
"converts," but to "make disciples of all nations." And he knew, that in order for 
that to happen, he would have to plant churches throughout the world by taking 
those who believed his message and gathering them into little groups for mutual 

encouragement, support, equipping, prayer, worship, and instruction in the 
knowledge of God and His ways and then get them involved in reaching their 

communities and the world for Christ.   
 

Because only in that way could the divine vision of  Mt. 28  / or Eph. 1:10 or 
become a reality, where God's stated purpose is, "To bring all things in 

heaven and on earth, together under one head, even Christ." 
  

In fact, that's why we must, "MAKE EVERY EFFORT to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace." Not simply because it's nice when people in 

churches get along.  /  But because those divine objectives are hindered when 
the "unity produced by the Spirit" and "the bond of peace" diminish or 

disappear, due to the distraction of internal conflict or disunity. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

That's the FIRST thing we come to in our text. And although I began last week 
by criticizing the translation of v. 1, this week, I would like to begin by affirming 
wholeheartedly the translation of v. 3. Because that's exactly what Paul means: 

"MAKE EVERY EFFORT to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace."  It comes from a Greek word that could be translated: "Make every 

effort" or "do it quickly." There's a sense of urgency when it comes to unity. 
Do everything you can as fast as you can "to keep (or maintain) the unity of 

the Spirit in the bond of peace." 
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And rightly so, because unity and peace in the Church is ABSOLUTELY 
ESSENTIAL to the fulfillment of her calling -- her witness to the onlooking world 
and the reason she exists -- which is to reach out in our local communities and 

across the globe to share with others the Gospel of God's grace, and then 
disciple and equip all those who turn to Christ in faith. 

 

When unity and peace abound within a church, the atmosphere of that church is 
love and the gaze of that church can move outward to accomplish its purpose 

for existing -- to reach others with the Gospel.   
 

William Temple was right: "The church is the only society on earth that 
exists for the benefit of its non-members." It's true. 

  
Yet, when disunity and lack of peace abound within ANY local body of believers, 
then the atmosphere that prevails is one of stress, anxiety, distraction, distrust 

and lack of love.  /  And when that's the prevailing atmosphere, working together 
to accomplish its purpose for existing becomes virtually impossible. For disunity 

cripples the effectiveness of any church. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

That's why Paul says (and he doesn't say this of everything): "MAKE EVERY 
EFFORT..."  /  Do everything you can and make haste in doing it. Because few 
things are as important to the ongoing health and outreach of ANY CHURCH as 

the unity of the Spirit and the bond of peace !  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Then SECONDLY, Paul tells us what that unity is and what it should look like 
when he gives us this string of seven interconnected uses of the word "one." 

"There is ONE body and ONE Spirit, just as you were called to ONE hope 
when you were called -- ONE Lord, ONE faith, ONE baptism; ONE God and 

Father of all, who is over all, and through all and in all." 
 

 After all, that's what unity is: Complete oneness in spirit and in purpose. In fact, 
the word "unity" comes from the Latin word 'unus" which means "one," and 
refers to oneness of sentiment, affection and purpose found in any unified 

group.  That's also where the word "community" comes from - "com" is from the 
Latin "with" / and "unus" meaning "one."  A community being a group of people 
who move in communal oneness -- having similar interests, and affections for 

one another, and a united purpose. 
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Likewise, Jesus words: "I and the Father are one," speak of their being one in 
Being or spirit, one in affection for one another and one in their purpose. 

Though being two persona they move as one -- in complete unity. A oneness or 
unity He calls us exhibit to the onlooking world so that they might know the 

Father sent Him.  

 

So what's the basis for the Christian unity? The Trinity. That's why these verses 
are so thoroughly Trinitarian! Notice that in v. 3-4 it speaks of the Spirit (the 

Holy Spirit)  / in v. 5 it speaks of the "one Lord," which in Ephesians is always a 
reference to Jesus  /  and in v. 6 it speaks of God the Father. Not three God's, 

but three distinct yet indivisible persons or entities, within our one God.  
 

And Paul's point is that we are to be one, because they are one. Because our 
unity reflects the unity within the Godhead, where the three persons are one in 

spirit, one in heartfelt affection and one in purpose. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 So let's look at all these "one's" and see how they play out in the Church. First, 
there is "ONE body." Or as we could rightly put it, there is one Church. Despite 

the fact that there were many "churches" in Paul's day, with differing back-
grounds and distinctives -- Antioch being a missionary sending church  / Corinth 

being a Charismatic or Pentecostal type church  / Galatia struggling with 
legalism  / Philippi being a very positive and faith-filled church  / and Rome 

being a cosmopolitan city church with a blend of people from all over the world  
/ despite that plethora of different local churches, Paul says: "There is ONE 

body..."  
 

  Or we could also put it: "There is but one Church..."  Why? Because there is 
only ONE Spirit who joins each true believer (wherever they are from  /  and 

whatever distinctives they may hold to) to Christ, and thus to His one body, the 
Church! 

  
That's the SECOND "one" we come to -- the one Spirit. The Spirit that gives us 
life, makes us Christian, and joins us to Jesus and His Church.  /  And here, of 
course, I need to clarify what I mean when I use the term "Church." It comes 

from the Greek word "ekklesia" and is a compound word made up of the word 
"ek" meaning "out" or "out of" / and "klesia" from "kalesantos" 
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 meaning "called."  /  Thus the word "church" literally means, "the called out 
ones."  It was used of meetings or gatherings where people were called to leave 
what they were doing, and come and attend or hear what was being taught, or 

said. 
 

Therefore the "Church," consists of those "called by God" to "come out of the 
world" and be "joined to His ONE Body" -- the body of Christ -- the one true 

Church.  And that one true Church consists of all truly regenerate or born again 
believers -- regardless of the church or denomination or local organized body 
the belong to, be it Baptist, Pentecostal, Catholic, Protest-ant, Orthodox, or 

Coptic.  
 

There are true believers within all those Christian organizations. Yet it is they 
and not any organization, that constitutes the one true Church.      

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The one true Church is not made up of all who belong to local churches. Nor is 
it all who have been baptized, or gone through confirmation, or simply profess 
to believe. For you can do all those things and still be an infidel or unbeliever.    

 

No. The One Body or the true Church which Paul speaks of here, consists of 
those -- and only those -- who have truly been born again by the Spirit of God 
and have thus placed their trust for salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ alone.  

 

That's SURELY why Paul couples these two "one's" together. Because the 
ONE body or the ONE true church is made up ONLY of those who have been 

given life and spiritual rebirth by the ONE Holy Spirit of God.    
 

 People can claim to be Christian  / and have been baptized  / and gone 
through confirmation  /  and attended church all their lives  / or repeated 

verbatim the sinners prayer at some evangelistic rally  / or have their name 
recorded on the membership list of some local congregation  / and still not be a 
member of the one, true and only Church. Because to belong to that Church -- 

the Church spiritual and universal -- you must be made alive by the Spirit of 
God and belong to Jesus.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

That's what Paul means when he says, "There is ONE body, and ONE Spirit." 
He’s speaking of the Church spiritual, invisible, and universal, and NOT any 
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particular denomination or organization. A group which is comprised of all those 
believers who have already gone before us into heaven and make up what the 

author of Hebrews calls: "the great cloud of witnesses.”  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

And Listen: We are not only to live in unity, or oneness of spirit and affec-
tion and purpose with every single person in this local body of believers 

who falls into that category / we are also to seek to do it with any true 
Christian we meet, anywhere we go.  

 

For if one is truly Christian, they have living within them the same Holy Spirit 
that lives in us. In fact, they will also have the same hope (of pardon, salvation 
and resurrection) and the same Lord Jesus dwelling in their hearts (for there is 
only one)!  / and possess the same faith  /  have been baptized with the same 
baptism  / and have the same God as their Father -- a God who loves them 

every bit as much as he loves us and not one iota less.  
 

Which (when it comes to unity) means that whenever we slander, judge, choose 
to dislike, shun, withhold our affections from, disrespect, reject, avoid, betray, 
hurt, malign, gossip about any other true believer, we should hear these words 
ringing in our mind as a rebuke from God:  
 

"That's my daughter your judging, and you have no right to do so. / That's my 
son you're avoiding or slandering, and you need to stop -- right now. / That's my 
own dear loved and specially chosen child you're mistreating and abusing, so 
stop it right now!  /  Because my will for each and every one of you is that you 
would be one just as Jesus and I are one. / Anything less misrepresents Me to 
the world, and calls into question my right to Father children, and my parental 

wisdom in raising them." 
 

When he says "make every effort to maintain unity and peace in the body," he 
means make every effort. And if you're not, then you're sinning.  

 

 If you are not forgiving  / or reconciling  / or removing all dislike, lack of 
affection, hostility or peace diminishing attitudes from your heart and mind 

toward all other Christians  /  then you are NOT "making every effort" to 
keep the "unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace," and are in open 

rebellion against this very clear command.    
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And LAST, since you already know what our one hope is  /  and who our one 
Lord is  / and what the one baptism is (the rite of our initiation into the visible 

church)  / I'm going to end by focusing on what Paul says of the "one God and 
Father of all..."  Because it’s precisely at this point of the text that people make 
the greatest error in regard to what is said, forgetting that this letter is written to 

believers.  
 

Which means the word “all” does not refer to “all humanity all-inclusive,” but to, 
“all true believers all-inclusive.” Not all people, according to Scripture, are 

children of God, and thus, not all people have God as their Father.  For as Paul 
makes clear in Gal. 3:26: “We are all children of God BY FAITH IN CHRIST 

JESUS.” (And thus again, the word "all" means "all of us who believe.")  
 

God is the Creator of all who live, but He is only Father to those who 
believe.  We BECOME children of God, we are not BORN children of God. 
God BECOMES our Father by adoption (through the grace of redemption) 
He is NOT our Father from birth. / That’s why Jesus tells us we, “must be 
born again.” Because simply being born is not sufficient to initiate us into 

the family over which God is Father. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thus, distasteful as it is to many, this passage affirms what the entire NT affirms 
– that God is only “Father” to true believers, or the Church invisible and 

universal. And Paul tells us His Fatherhood is manifested in 3 ways: 
   

1.) He is over all believers. This refers to God's position as sovereign ruler 
over every aspect of the believers life.  It shows us there is nothing that can 

happen to the believer that doesn't first pass through the filter of His care and 
love.  And if we seriously believe that, the result is peace and rest of soul and 
unity in the church -- for we will trust that God's wisdom guides His power in 

oversight of all that transpires in our lives. 
 

2.) He is through all believers.  This refers to God's Spirit, power and grace 
working through all believers to accomplish his purposes in the world. It fits 

perfectly with the statement of chap. 2, v. 10, where we are said to be, "God's 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works which He 

prepared in advance for us to do."   
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When we put our minds to doing His will and pursue that which is His stated 
will, His power and grace surges through us, to strengthen us for the tasks at 

hand.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3.) He is in all believers.  Which signifies His indwelling presence in the life of 
every true believer.  In fact, given the nature of the Trinity as indivisibly one, we 
know that where the Father is  /  the Son is  /  and the Holy Spirit is!  That's why 
all three are variously said to dwell within us -- because as the nature of God is, 

you can't have one without the other!  
 

And what happens when God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit come to live 
within us? There's a word for it -- we become enthused!  Animated. Alive with 
the power and presence of God, thus making us "enthusiastic" about our faith!  

Motivated or stoked (as Ted Rabenold likes to put it). That's what the word 
"enthused" means!  /  It comes from a compound Greek word "en" which means 

"in"  /  and "theos" which means "God"!   
 

Therefore, an "enthused" person is really (in the original sense of the word) a 
person who is filled or infused with God! God has come to live within them and 
His presence in them acts like a pulsing, glowing, source of light, and love, and 
energy, which animates or enthuses everything they  do, feel and say.  Which is 

exactly what Paul is speaking of here.  
 

1.) God watches over us.  
2.) God works through us.   
3.) God lives in us, to make us "enthusiastic" about Him, and all that concerns  
      Him!  

 


